
  

 

Council Members:--------------Megan Schramme 
                                                & Cammie Guzman 
Tellers:  --------------------------------Charles Giese 
                                                     & Deanna  Giese 
Sanctuary Prep:-----------------------Cathie Klatte 
                                                   & Christin Seeker    
Church  Ministers: ------------  St John Members 
Naomi Circle -------------------------Bevan Lazrine   
                                                     & Becki Schawe  
 Ladies Aid: ------------------------- Linda Schulze,  
                                 Elvera Tisdel, & Judy Griffin 
Quilters-------------------------------Nancy Sommer 
  

St. John Lutheran Church of Prairie Hill 
Fifth Sunday after Easter  

May 3, 2026 

Worship Assistants  

Pastor:     --------------------------  Rev. Norman Sulaica, Jr. 
Accompanist:----------------------------------- Linda Schulze 
Acolytes:  ----------------------------- Brooklyn Randermann 
Communion Bread: ---------------------------- Gayle Himly 
Lay Reader ----------------------------- Sherrie Winklemann 
Family Aid: --------------------------------Karen Rosenbaum 
Altar Preparations: -----------------------Audrey Steinbach 
                                                                    & Elvera Tisdel 
Screen Crew:  --------------------------------- Kallie Krause 
                                                            & Jennifer Schroeder 
Memorial Committee: ----------------------------- Mary Hill 
                                                               & Theresa Kuecker 
Ushers     --------------------------- Kelly Antkowiak Family, 
                                                Steve Skrla, & Garral Tiaden   

We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church.   
We ask that both members and visitors complete an attendance card  

each time you worship with us. 
Please tune to 87.9 FM for access to the service in the church parking lot on Sundays. 
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 PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

THE PEACE                             ELW  Pg. 152                                                                       
     The peace of Christ be with you always.                                     
     And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 

 

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination 

 

Holy and gracious God, 
I confess that I have sinned against you this day. Some of my sin I know—
the thoughts and words and deeds of which I am ashamed—but some is 
known only to you. In the name of Jesus Christ I ask forgiveness. Deliver 
and restore me, that I may rest in peace. 

 

By the mercy of God we are united with Jesus Christ, and in him we are for-
given. We rest now in his peace and rise in the morning to serve him. In the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 
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GATHERING HYMN       Lift High the Cross      (vs.1-3)             ELW #660                  
 

INTROIT 
Psalm 149:1 
Praise the Lord! Sing to the Lord a new song. 
his praise in the assembly of the godly! 
 
 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,   
the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit  be with you all.                           
And also with you.  
 
 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 

 

SCHOLARSHIP PRESENTATIONS 
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HYMN OF PRAISE         Blest are They  (vs.1,4)                              ELW #728             
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 

 

Let us pray. 
O God, you make the minds of the faithful to be of one will. Grant that your        
people would love what you command and desire what you promise, that, among 
the manifold changes of this world, our hearts may be fixed where true joys are to 
be found; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.                                                 
Amen. 

THE WORD OF GOD      
FIRST READING:  Acts 6:1-9; 7:2a, 51-60        Stephen, Chosen & Martyred  
1Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by 
the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being  
neglected in the daily distribution. 2And the twelve summoned the full number of 
the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give up preaching the word 
of God to serve tables. 3Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men 
of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this 
duty. 4But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 
5And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man 
full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and 
Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a 
proselyte of Antioch. 6These they set  
before the apostles, and they prayed and 
laid their hands on them. 7And the word 
of God continued to increase, and the 
number of the disciples multiplied 
greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of 
the priests became obedient to the faith. 
8And Stephen, full of grace and power, 
was doing great wonders and signs 
among the people.  
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 9Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was 
called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia 
and Asia, rose up and disputed with Stephen. 

 

The word of the Lord            
Thanks be to God.    

 
 

RESPONSIVE PSALM         
Psalm 146                                                                             Prisoners Freed 
1Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
2I will praise the LORD as long as I live;  
I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
3Put not your trust in princes, in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation. 
4When his breath departs, he returns to the earth;  
on that very day his plans perish. 
5Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob,  
whose hope is in the LORD his God, 
6who made heaven and earth, the 
sea, and all that is in them, 
 who keeps faith forever; 
7who executes justice for the  
oppressed, who gives food to the 
hungry. The LORD sets the  
prisoners free; 
8the LORD opens the eyes of the 
blind. The LORD lifts up those who 
are bowed down; the LORD loves 
the righteous. 
9The LORD watches over the  
sojourners; he upholds the widow 
and the fatherless, but the way of the 
wicked he brings to ruin. 
10The LORD will reign forever, your 
God, O Zion, to all generations. 
Praise the LORD! 
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SECOND READING    1 Peter 2:2-10                          Spiritual Milk  
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up 
into salvation — 3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4As you come to 
him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, 
5you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a 
holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ. 6For it stands in Scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a           
cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to 
shame.” 7So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, 
“The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,” 8and “A stone 
of stumbling, and a rock of offense.” They stumble because they disobey the 
word, as they were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, 
a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the          
excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 
10Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not 
received mercy, but now you have received mercy.      

                                                                                                                                                    

The word of the Lord            
Thanks be to God.    
 
 
 
 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:   Lord, I Lift Your Name on High    ELW #857                                            
 
 



6 

  

WORD OF GOD:  Gospel Lesson  
The holy gospel according to St John the 14th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

  

Gospel Reading:        John 14:1-6                             My Father’s House  

1{Jesus said,} “Let not your hearts be  
troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house are many 
rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for 
you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you 
to myself, that where I am you may be also. 4And you know the way to where I 
am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. 
How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and 
the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.  
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 

SERMON  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Now All the Vaults of Heaven Resound (vs.1,2,4) ELW #367                       
 

APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ,   God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,   born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. *On the third day he rose again;  

 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living  and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  and the life everlasting. 

 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken 
world, let us pray for the needs of all creation 

 

A brief silence. 

 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
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 God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of 
new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.                       
Amen. 
 

OFFERING  

 

OFFERTORY MEDITATION MUSIC  

 

OFFERTORY     
  Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow                                       ELW #884 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray. 

  

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

  

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us 
with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and  
generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through  
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

  

SANCTUS                                    “Holy, Holy”                              
Holy, holy, holy Lord,  Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

EUCHARIST PRAYER 

Let us pray… 

 

You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 
 

Christ Jesus is the way, truth and the life. He goes ahead of us, to make a 
place for us in your house. We believe in 
you and we trust in him to lead us home.        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

 



8 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup,  
gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the  
forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. [Amen.] 
Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. [Amen.] 
Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. [Amen.] 

 

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these your gifts of 
bread and wine, that the bread we break and the cup we bless may be the  
communion of the body and blood of Christ. By your Spirit, make us one with 
Christ and with your church in all the world. 

 

Build us up. like living stones, into a spiritual house, and let us be your  
chosen people. your royal priesthood, proclaiming your might and marvelous 
work. 

 

Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and 
honor are yours, almighty God, now and forever.  
Amen. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 
day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the  kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  forever and ever.  
Amen  

         AGNUS DEI            “Lamb of God” 
    

     Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
      have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
      have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;   
                            grant us peace, grant us peace.   
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DISTRIBUTION  

  

COMMUNION SONGS  
                Feast of Love                                ELW #487 
      Jesus the Very Thought of You             ELW #754 
      Blessed Assurance                     ELW #638 

 

DECLARATION OF GRACE  
BLESSING  
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you  
and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor  
and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen 
SENDING SONG    Lord of All Hopefulness     (vs.1-3)                 ELW #765  

 

DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace for God will not leave you! 
Thanks Be to God! 

                                     NALC Disaster Response Warehouse 

 

        St. John Lutheran is again participating with local NALC churches in the  
annual collection to refill the disaster response warehouse in Rosenberg.  We have 
been asked to  supply wash clothes and towels for the health kits, and leather 
gloves (large) for the cleaning buckets.  In addition, Bibles are  always welcome 
items. We will be collecting here at  St. John during the month of May. You may 
bring items to church during May or make a monetary  donation. The funds will 
be used to make bulk purchases of these items. Please place your donations in the 
narthex.  Make checks payable to St. John with “Disaster  Response” in the memo 
section.   On June 13th the local NALC churches will meet at Welcome Church to 
assemble health kits and cleaning buckets. Everyone is invited to participate.  

Thank you in advance for your generosity.  
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 This Week’s Events 
Sunday, May 3 
  8:30AM Sunday School  
 (Last for Spring- resumes in  Fall ) 

  9:15 AM Worship Service  
          Refreshment Sunday  
Monday, May 4 
           6:00 PM  Whittling for Christ      
           6:00 PM  Executive Council   
Tuesday, May 5 
           9:00 AM   Music Planning   
Wednesday, May 6 
           4:30 PM  Confirmation  
 (Last for Spring- resumes in Fall)   

           6:30 PM  Choir Rehearsal  
Thursday, May 7 
           9:00 AM Office help   
         10:00 AM Naomi Circle  
Sunday, May 10  Mother's Day  
       Muffins for Mom   
          9:15 AM Worship Service 
 

 

 

 

 

Mary Angel  
Betty Haevischer  
Gladys Campion  
Paula Baker 
Jill Finke  
Weldon Haevischer 

Our Family and Friends 

Tate Herman  
Randy and Gayle Kunkel  
Sandra Lange   
Keith Mikolajchak     
Marvin Spreen  
Family of CE Hodde  
Family of Sandra Lange  

  
In Honor of In Honor of   

Keith & Jeannie Kroll 
Wedding Anniversary  

  

Remember in Prayers Our Church Family: 

Virginia Altman     
Ashley Armatys  
Florence Bentke 
Tom Bentke  
Phyllis Bickham  
Milton Bosse 
Jerry Cochran    
Janice Cordova   
Donna Deleon  
Ruth Finke 
John Haarmeyer 
Elsie Herrmann  
Marjorie Hohlt   

Howard Kruse 
Gerald Kuecker  
Donald Lange              
Kathy Nordt  
Helen Schulze  
Verna Mae Sefcik   
Delores Seeker          
Connie Seward   
Laura Sulaica 
Vernon Wagner 
Carol Westerfeld  
Florence Wolff  
 

Herbert Klatte Junior  5/1 
Gary Schramme   5/1 
Butch Seeker Junior  5/2 
James Wolff    5/3 
Brandon Bednar   5/4 
Randa Tillman   5/4 
Kenneth Seeker   5/5 
Fred Westerfeld   5/6 
Pam Yahnke                      5/7 
Jill Eckert    5/7 
Katelin Seeker   5/7 

Happy Anniversary !  

Names remain for 60 Days unless otherwise notified. 
Please use the back of the attendance card if someone 

needs to be added or removed from the list.   
Please complete a card  each time you attend.  

  

Keith & Jeannie Kroll 
24th Wedding Anniversary  
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CLASS    

This is a local Women 
small group named after 
the biblical figure Naomi 

known for loyalty and 
support, offering Bible 

study, prayer,  
 service, and community 

for  spiritual growth.  
Meeting this week! 

Join us for a time of 
 scripture, fellowship and woodcarving 

    
                          6 PM  this Monday 6 PM  this Monday  
                              In Activity Center.In Activity Center. 

 

(Last for Spring- resumes in Fall)   

 Season 2 Coming in the Fall! 
 

  Come join us on June 17th as we will 
be canning different berry  jellies. We 

will meet at 6:00pm at Root Canning Co. 
Kitchen. There we will enjoy having fun 

creating some yummy jellies and  
possibly learning something new.  

  All supplies will be gathered  for us and 
the cost will be determined as the size of 
the group is determined. A sign-up sheet 

will be placed in the Narthex from  
May 24th - June 14th.  

For any questions, please contact  
Laura Sulaica at 361-362-8551 

Youth Camp Lone Star   July 19th -24th  

                                                          Register on line at  

2026 Week 8  -  
La Grange  
Tx Group   

Code: SJB2026 

Everyone welcome! 

                      The TexasThe Texas--Oklahoma Mission Region of the Oklahoma Mission Region of the   
          North American Lutheran Church invite you to theirNorth American Lutheran Church invite you to their  
 

                         Regional Family Reunion 
                          July 31 - August 1, 2026  
                         at Welcome Lutheran Church 

                          Brenham, Texas  
                                Forms are in the Narthex.  

 4:30pm 
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Julie Steen - prairiehillsecretary@gmail.com   
Church Office Phone: 979-836-8666  

Office hours: Monday- Thursday 8:00am-4:00pm  
Website: www.stjohnprairiehill.org 

Church Council President Jon Westerfeld  
 (979) 277-0625 

Help fold  

bulletins 

Monday Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  

9:00 am   

           Contact Information for Pastor Norm 
Pastor Norm can be reached in either of the following ways: 

Cell Phone Number:  (361)362-9108   OR email:  pastornorm2003@yahoo.com 

The Church Library & Gift Shop are always open.  Come in and see what’s available for you or a loved one. 

Special Offering  
for May  

St John Quilters  

REACHING YOUR CHURCH OFFICE 


