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Frrom the Pustor’ s Desk

Grace and peace be unto you from our Savior and Redeemer, Jesus the Christ. Amen

“Guard your steps when you go to the house of God. To draw near to
listen is better than to offer the sacrifice of fools, for they do not know
that they are doing evil.” --- Ecclesiastes 5:1.

Happy New Year!

I have been visiting an eye doctor about my vision. Growing up 20-20 means you have great
eye vision. The eye doctor would run a battery of eye test. We all have experienced the close
-your-right-or-left-eye-and-read-line-four test. The doctor notes your vision accuracy. And of
course, you would be informed of your vision. The hope or goal would be 20-20 vision.

Our new year 2026 is about new vision, and new vision is good and right for God’s church,
God’s family! Our spiritual vision needs to be good and right! Our relational vision with God
needs to be good and right as well! Yes, our new year resolutions in our mind, heart, paper, or
electric devices should be first focused in God! Is God at the top of your list?

Ecclesiastes invites us to “guard” our steps in our walk of faith with Jesus! The inference is
clear — our world is filled with traps, snares, and false paths which move us away from God.
We live in an obvious culture that publicly rejects God. The framers of the constitution, the
leaders of the American Revolution, clearly believed in God. Their fears were government
intrusion on citizens and the church. Today, we hear about separation of church and state
from the position that the church or citizens who believe in God cannot intrude on or in the
government. There are those among us who argue two genders are false. They believe there
are many genders! Churches are easily led amiss in their understanding of scripture. For some,
the Bible is no longer God’s Word but is now God’s suggestion.

Even as we journey into the sanctuary for worship, these traps, snares, and false paths come
with us intentionally or unintentionally. Our spiritual vision in God could be misguided by
people of the world These people could come from different corners of our culture.

Ecclesiastes guides us, saying, “To draw near to listen is better than to offer the
sacrifice of fools, for they do not know that they are doing evil”. To have that clear
spiritual vision in Christ Jesus our primary source to guide us, should be God. The Bible,
scripture, is holy! It is God’s voice speaking to us, offering guidance, counsel, hope,

and salvation!



Through forty inspired writers God speaks to us on topics from daily living to daily faith!
Likewise, our worship-experience each week gifts us to be in the presence of the God. For
God’s presence is in the sanctuary, but most importantly in the bread and wine of Holy
Communion. Through weekly worship, God engages us through the liturgy that is composed
of scriptural passages. We are directly connected with God through the biblical readings
from the Old Testament, the New Testament Letters, and the Gospels. The Sermon serves to
open our soul to listen to God talking to us! Ecclesiastes invites us to come to the Lord and be
open to be focused solely on Him.

Maybe our new resolutions should begin: “/ am resolved to draw near to God in worship,
scriptural reading, and in building faith-based relations with my brothers and sisters in

Christ!”

God Bless You,
Pastor Norm

Contact Information for Pastor Norm

Cell Phone Number (361) 362-9108 Or Email: pastornorm2003@yahoo.com
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Refreshment Sunday

On the morning of January 4th, come enjoy fellowshipping on the front lawn (weather permitting) with our congregational family.

A table with goodies like muffins and cookies will be offered along with beverages.
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Hanuary Service Information
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1/4
1/8
1/9
1/9
1/10
1/10
1/11
1/11
1/11
1/11
1/15
1/18
1/19
1/21
1/22
1/24
1724
1/24
1/27

Darlene Kelly
Meredith Sommerfield
Leonard Dismukes
Reagan Lawhun

Anna Finke

Megan Schramme
Garrett Altman

Joel Zinsmeyer
Deanna Giese
Dorothy Haevischer
Sandy Kite

Rhett Schroeder
Finley Koehne
Brooklyn Randermann
Chad Dismukes
Johnny Randermann
Jennifer Anderson
Alexandra Amann
Mina Kraft,

Debra Westerfeld
Mary Hill

Sandy Janner 1/30
Kenny Wilson IV 1/30
Herbert Klatte Junior 1/31
Garrett Schramme 1/31
Johanna Wilkerson 1/31

TH LA T0A) HAYE
EEEM BAPTIZED

January

Baptismal Anniversaries -

Alexandra Amann 1/1
Laura Burton 1/1
Robert Fairlie Junior 1/1
Chuck Hess 1/1
Allen Parker 1/1
David Stegent 11
Mark Williams 1/1
Judy Wagner 1/2
Margaret Faske 1/7
John Haarmeyer 1/8
Colby Seeker 1/8
Justin Reuter 1/12

Yow are in our thoughts and prayers as each of
yow celebrate your special days
May Gods riehly bless yow!
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~ celebrate on january 1= -

Trenton Kuecker 1/13
Wyatt Davis 1/15
Oliver Schramme 1/15
Rachel Church 1/18
Hunter Seeker 1/21
Logan Boeker 1/24
Bailey Ken 1/24
Dolores Seeker 1/26
Sandra Tillman 1/26
Carol Westerfeld 1/27
Wayne Ehlert 1/30
Charles Gaskamp 1/30
Gayle Bednar 1/31
Lauren Davis 1/31
Garrett Schramme 1/31
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P Sundey after Chstmas

Refreshment Sunday
9:15am Worship Servicg

Installation of New
Council Members
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&£:00pm Whittlers for
Christ
&:30pm Ex Council

©

9:00am Music Planning

4&:30pm Confirmation
&:30pm Choir Rehears;

Hrst Sunday after Epliphany

8:30am Sunday School
9:15am Worship Service

Fire on the Mountain 1 |2
10:00am Bible Study
6:00pm Whittlers for
Christ
&:00pm Council
Meeting

§:30am Food Pantry IS
9:00am Music Planning
10:00am Rachel Circle
4:30pm God's Sguad
e Chosen - Season | Episode |

6:00p m Bible Study

Lan:e & Shannon Altman

Second Sunday ofter Epiphany

18

8:30am Sunday School
#:15am Worship Servicg

2:00pm Luther League

Newsletter information due
Fire o the Mountain 2

10:00am Bible Study
&6:00pm Whittlers for
Christ

&:30pm Confirmation
&:30pm Choir Rehears;
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§:00am Music Planning
9:00am Quilters

e Chosen - Soason | Episode I
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&:00pm Bible Study

[

&:30pm Confirmation
&:30pm Choir Rehears:

25

8:30am Sunday School
9:15am Worship Servic

Third Sundoy afrer Eplphany

Semi Annual
Congregational Meeting
after Worship Service

Fire an the Mountain 3 26
10:00am Bible Study

2 5:00pm  Whittlers for

Christ

27

&:30am Food Paniry
9:00am Music Planning
$:00am Quilters

The Chosen - Sexson | Episode 2

&6:00pm Bible Study

24

&:30pm Confirmation
6:30pm Choir Rehearsi
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Pastor ‘s Vacation —+

FriDAY

SAIUTDAY

Tam — 1:30am
Council
Retreat
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10:00am MNaomi Circle

2:00pm Ladies Aid

10|

Luther League
Aund
God Squad
Movie Party to see
David
12:15 pm at
Westwood cinema
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22

&:00pm Council
Appreciation Meal

23

T:30am Men's
Ministry Breakfast

29

30




St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church
Church Council Meeting Minutes for December 8, 2025

The Church Council of St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church met for its monthly

meeting on December 8, 2025, at 6:00 p.m. Council President Gerald Herrmann called the
meeting to order. Council member Cindy Clay was absent from the meeting. Pastor Norm
Sulaica opened with devotion and a prayer.

MSC to approve the November minutes.

Unfinished Business

Sanctuary Front Door Hardware Status — This item is still being looked at to

determine if the hardware can be refinished or if a replacement is necessary.

Copier Contract — The new contract is being finalized, so we are operating on a month-to
-month basis until the new contract takes effect. The new copier will have the
capability to print in color, but the use of color will need to be limited because it is
significantly more expensive than black and white copies.

New Business

Set date for Church Council Appreciation Dinner — The Council Appreciation Dinner will
take place on January 22, 2026, at 6:30 p.m.

Set date for Council Retreat — The Council Retreat will take place on January 3, 2026, at
7:30 a.m.

Set date for Council Installation — Installation of 2026 Council and Sunday School

Leadership will take place during worship on January 4, 2026.

Good Neighbor Meal Results — 192 meals were served. The total cost was $2,900 and
$1,050 was received in free will offering donations.

Pay Date Change for Musicians & Pastor Mileage — MSC to pay musician fees and

mileage reimbursements on the 15" of each month for the previous calendar month.

Appoint Audit Committee — Several possible members were discussed. Gerald Herrmann
will contact some of those individuals to see if they are willing to serve. A list will be
sent via text message to the Council for final approval.

Church Secretary Pay — MSC to raise the hourly pay for the Church Secretary
position from $18/hr. to the budgeted rate of $20/hr. The lower rate was offered
during the initial employment period.

Reports

Treasurer Report Regina Holtkamp
Balances in the various accounts held at both Brenham National Bank and Bank of Brenham we
reviewed.

Actual to budget income and expenses were reviewed.

Financial Secretary Report Cassie Lynch
For the month of November, the total Weekly Giving Deposits were $32,381.00, special
envelopes to the NALC Seminary $822.00, loose offering $317.00, and Direct
Deposits $4,494.11, for a total giving of $38,014.11
2026 offering envelopes should be deIiver%d within the next week or two.




Community Concerns Report Gayle Bednar
Food Pantry served 81 families (205 individuals) in November.
Funeral on December 8th: Mollie Grote, 132 people served.

Worship and Music Report Donna Skrla
Donna is working to fill various volunteer schedules for 2026.
The new Yamaha Clavinova CVP 909 piano has been ordered.

Parish Education Report Megan Schramme
Christmas in the Country was well attended.
Bethlehem in Independence will take place on December 13" and 14™,
with many of the confirmation youth participating.
Christmas program practice is taking place weekly after worship.

Youth Report Jon Westerfeld
Activities included under the Pastor’s report.-

Evangelism Report Cindy Clay
No report.

Property Report Colin Zimmerman

A seasonal check was done on all HVAC systems.
Outside faucets need to be winterized to prevent freezing.

Pastor Report Pastor Norm Sulaica
Visitations: Nursing Home/Shut-in visits — 21, Other visits — 41
Bible Study: Monday Bible Class
Whittler for Christ

Tuesday Evening Study
Youth Ministry: Confirmation
God Squad - December 9™ at 4:30 p.m.
Luther League — Attendance has been a challenge. Looking for ways to improve.
Funerals: There was one recent funeral: Mollie Grote, December 8.
Jury Duty: November 17" @ 9am
Christmas Time Off: December 26™ — January 2™

Motion to approve all reports as presented. MSC.
Motion to adjourn. MSC.

The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully Submitted,
Cathy Boeker
Council Secretary




2026 St John Council Members

President: Jon Westerfeld
Vice President: Gil Janner
Treasurer: Tina Seeker
Secretary: Cathy Boeker

Jeannie Kroll
Megan Schramme

Financial Secretary:
Parish Education:

Evangelism & Outreach: ---------------- Cathie Klatte
Community Concerns: ------------------ Cammie Guzman
Worship Committee: Donna Skrla
Property:
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FIRE ON THE

Displaying God to a Broken World

v

yanuary 8t
10am

Scripture
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Sharmg thetr time and talents for the month of ganuury

COMMUNION BREAD Gayle Himly CHURCH TELLERS Charles Gaskamp
FAMILY AID Sherry Randermann Jeanne Kroll
Carolyn Kessel SANCTUARY PREP Rachel Church
Gayle Bednar Sherry Randermann
Mary Hill LADIES AID Carolyn Kessel,
Sandy Janner Linda Schultze
Audrey Steinbach Connie Rohde
Elvera Tisdell NAOMI CIRCLE Mary Hill
Janet Wehring BULLETIN EDITING Cookie Engeling
ALTAR PREPARATION Connie Rohde Judy Griffin Brenda Herrmann
Janet Wehring Mary Longhofer Becki Schawe
SCREEN CREW Steve Skrla and Laura Sulaica
Barnay Glaesman EUCHARIST TEAM Virginia Altman
MEMORIAL COMMITTEE Deanna Giese Linda Schulze Cookie Engeling
Susi Bentke Betty Feldmann Carolyn Kessel
QUILTERS Deanna Giese Mary Longhofer Connie Rohde
USHERS Chad Westerfeld Karen Rosenbaum

Joel Zinsmeyer
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