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March, 2024 

Volume  17 Issue  03 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  
 

“Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen 

the Lord”—and that he had said these things to her.”  – John 20:18 
 
Several hundred years before the birth of Jesus, a crucial battle occurred between the 

Greeks and the Persians upon the plains of Marathon. The battle raged for hours. In 

many respects it was a fight to the finish. Finally, the numerically inferior Greeks, the 

underdogs, managed a tremendous tactical win, but there was a problem. Soon the Sen-

ate, many miles away in Athens, was to vote and would most certainly ratify a treaty of 

appeasement. In desperation they sent a runner in full battle gear to go the twenty-seven 

miles to tell of the news. By the time the young boy got to Athens he had run a Mara-

thon. It is said he was totally spent, that he literally ran himself to death. In his exhaus-

tion he was able to utter only one word to the Athenians: "Victory." 

Today, we come to church with the sound of the Hallelujah Chorus still resonating in 

our ears. Mary Madalene have been to the empty tomb. Through her, we have heard the 

glad news of resurrection. And now it is time for us, St, John Lutheran Church of Prairie 

Hill, to send a message back to the people of Washington County. What should that 

message be? May I suggest that it could be a single word: Victory. 

Victory is achieved through Jesus’ death and resurrection.  Humanities’ greatest enemy, 

our greatest enemies are defeated.  The gospel writer, like the young Greek runner, pro-

claims “victory.”  The devil, sin, and death lost. God beat our adversaries, so that we can 

live - eternally! 

 

Christ Is Risen!  He has Risen Indeed! 
 
Pastor Norm  

Contact Information for Pastor Norm 

Cell Phone Number (361) 362-9108  Or  Email:  pastornorm2003@yahoo.com 

2024 St John Council Members 
President ………………...Kenneth Seeker          Evangelism……………..Cindy Clay 

Vice-President …………  Gerald Herrmann        Financial Secretary…….Cassie Lynch 

Treasurer…………………Regina Holtkamp       Parish Ed……………….Stephanie Koehler 

Secretary…………………Rita Gaskamp             Property………………..Colton Maass 

Community Concerns……Gayle Bednar             Worship & Music………Virginia Altman 
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March 
 

Acolyte Reader 
 

Flowers 

3 Kannon Koehler Katie Seeker 
Ken & Christin Seeker in honor of their 

anniversary 

6 
6:00PM 

Rhett Schroeder Laura Sulaica  

10 Jax Antkowiak Kallie Krause 
Butch Seeker & Family in memory of 

Lanell Seeker 

13 
6:00PM 

Harper Huckert Charles Gaskamp  

17 Hunter Janner Sandra Tillman Naomi Circle 

20 
6:00PM 

Logan Boeker Jennifer Anderson  

24 Ainsley Kuecker Sandy Ordner 
Trey & Cathy Boeker in honor of Clay’s 

baptism 

28 
7:00PM 

Irelyn Antkowiak Laura Sulaica  

29 
9:15AM 

Audrey Dismukes Kallie Krause  

31 
6:30AM 

Brooklyn Randermann Katie Seeker Needed 

31 
9:15AM 

Alex Grote Randa Tillman  

 March Service Information 

We are looking for readers for our Worship Services.  Please let the church secretary know if you 
would like to volunteer!  
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3/01/1946 Cookie Engeling 
3/03/1957 Allan Winkelmann 
3/05/1972 Mary Sue Longhofer 
3/06/1985 Meredith Sommerfield 
3/08/1953 Joyce Richter 
3/10/2013 Brooklyn Randermann 
3/11/1962 Marcus Randermann 
3/11/1973  Paul Randermann 
3/11/1973  Robert Randermann 
3/11/2001  Mollie Grote 
3/11/2012  Rhett Schroeder 
3/12/1944  David Bryan 
3/12/1961  David Koch 

3/15/1953  Debra Westerfeld 
3/15/1953  Gary Schulze 
3/18/1973  Penny Randermann 
3/19/1989  Derek Gaskamp 
3/21/1999  Justin Neuendorff 
3/22/1987  Blake Becker 
3/23/2003  Clayton Boeker 
3/27/1988  Jennifer Anderson 
3/27/1966  Laura Sulaica 
3/29/1981  David Schawe 
3/29/1998  Mina Kraft 
3/31/1940  Calvin Janner 
 

Baptismal Anniversaries 

REACHING YOUR CHURCH OFFICE 

  Linda Crabtree       prairiehillsecretary@gmail.com  Church Office Phone: 979-836-8666  

     Office hours: Monday-Wednesday 8:00am-4:00pm Website: www.stjohnprairiehill.org 

Church Council President Kenneth Seeker (512) 801-8663 

Wedding Anniversaries 

3/04/2000 Kenneth & Christin Seeker 
3/09/2019 Mary & Robbie Roese 
3/12/1978  Robert & Janice Fairlie 
3/13/2010 Josh & Rachel Church 
 
 

3/17/1990   Russell & Tina Seeker   
3/19/2021  Reagan & Taylor Lawhun   
3/24/1984   Shannon & Dodie Mehr 
3/25/2000    Matthew & Rachel Bentke 
 

 

You are in our thoughts and prayers as each of you celebrate 

your special day.  May God richly bless you! 

   
 

  A very Happy Birthday to those members  
    celebrating their birthday in March.. 
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March Readings Information 
March First Reading Responsive 

Psalm 

Second Reading Gospel 

Lent 3 

3rd 

9:15AM 

Exodus 20:1-17 Psalm 19 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 John 2:13-22 

Lent 4 

10th 

9:15AM 

Numbers 21:4-9 Psalm 107:1-9 Ephesians 2:1-10 John 3:14-21 

Lent 5 

17th 

9:15AM 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 Psalm 119:9-16 Hebrews 5:1-10 March 10:35-45 

Palm Sunday 

24th 

9:15AM 

Zechariah 9:9-12 Psalm 118:19-29 Philippians 2:5-11 Mark 14:1-15:47 

Maundy Thurs 

28th 

7:00PM 

Exodus 24:3-11 Psalm 116:12-19 1 Corinthians 10:16-

17 

Mark 14:12-26 

Good Friday 

29th 

9:15AM 

Isaiah 52:13-53:12 Psalm 22 Hebrews 4:14-16, 5:7-

9 

John 18:1-19:42 

Easter Sunrise 

31st 

6:30AM 

Exodus 15:1-11 Psalm 118:15-29 1 Corinthians 5:6b-8 John 20:1-18 

Easter Day 

31st 

9:15AM 

Isaiah 25:6-9 Psalm 16 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 Mark 16:1-8 

Lenten Services 
2024 Lent Services center around the theme of Preparation. Lent is a season for us to prepare for 

the Resurrection of Jesus on Easter Sunday.  It is a brief focus on where we explore how are lives on 

earth are centered in preparing for our Lord's return and our eternal future with our Heavenly Fa-
ther.  Each week we highlight the practices of prayer, repentance, and simple living and their role in 

our faith walk. Our five-week Soup Dinner and Lent Services continue through March 

20th.  The meals are at 5pm and the worship service begins at 6:00PM.  Sign-up sheets for 
the soup supper are located in the Narthex. 
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St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Church Council Meeting Minutes for February 12, 2024 

 
The Church Council of St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church met for its monthly meeting on February 12, 
2024, at 6:00 pm.  Council President Kenneth Seeker, called the meeting to order.  All current members 
were present.  Pastor Norm Sulaica opened with scripture and prayer. 
 
Special presentation was given by Craig Harrison regarding the upgrade of our audio and visual equip-
ment.  The speakers are not working properly in the back of the sanctuary.  Our Facebook posts only re-
cord the Pastor and not the music during the recorded service.  Several new pieces of equipment would 
need to be purchased to bring us into the 21st century.  First task to make all this work would be the 
strength of the internet which will be investigated. 
 
Motion to approve the January minutes as submitted.  MSC 
 
Unfinished Business   
New desk top computer for the office:  Will be accomplished this Thursday, February 15. 
Motion to replace all defective fire extinguishers at $70/each.  We have 10 on the property.  Warranty 

good for 6 years (to 2030).  MSC 
Lawn Care Services.  Several bids have been received, all roughly $12,000/year, and do not include flow-

erbeds, bush trimming and mulch, which is roughly an additional $6,000 ($3,000 for labor).  Our budget 
is $8400/year.  We need to hold a church work day prior to Easter to hold down the cost.  Motion to ta-
ble at this time to get more bids.  MSC 

 
New Business  
For 2024, the following should be on the signature cards for all church banking accounts:  Kenneth Seeker, 

Gerald Herrmann and Regina Holtkamp.  Replacing Herbert Klatte Jr and Sharon Neutzler from 2023. 
Motion to move the monthly meeting to Thursday, March 7, to avoid Monday, March 11, the first day of 

Spring Break for BISD. MSC 
Motion to add an election date of May 28, 2024, for joint primary runoff for Washington County.  Already 

on the calendar are March 5 and November 5, 2024, as approved during our June, 2023, meeting.  MSC 
Motion to place a full color newspaper ad in the Brenham Banner Press for the Spring Visitors Guide.  

Cost for 1/4 page ad is $265.  MSC 
Website discussion.  We are inquiring to open a new website, as well as a possible YouTube site, so our 

members can access our current information and watch our services.  Looking into design and cost. 
 
For Information 
Easter Sunday, March 31 
 
Committee Reports: 
Treasurer Report       Regina Holtkamp 
Report as submitted. 
Workable Funds sheets were also distributed and explained. 
 
Financial Secretary Report      Cassie Lynch 
For the month of December, the Weekly Giving Deposits were $40,567.00, special envelopes to Men in 
Mission Scholarships $515.00, plus loose offering of $1,080.00 and Direct Deposits were $4,131.82 for a 
total giving of $46,293.82. 
For the month of January, the total Weekly Giving Deposits were $11,395.00, special envelopes to NALC 
Disaster Response $70.00, plus loose offering of $325.00 and Direct Deposits were 
$4,015.01 for a total giving of $15,805.00.  (The sum of $24,085.00 monthly is needed to meet the 2024 
budget.  Shortfall of $8,280.00) 
 
Community Concerns Report      Gayle Bednar 
Food Pantry served 72 families (157 people) at two distributions in January.   We received less donations 

from the Brazos Valley Food Drive last fall, so our funds and goods will not go as far as in 2023. 
Funerals in January:  None. 
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Motion to approve June 9 for the only Blood Drive in 2024.  Dates approved last year:  March 31, July 21 and 
November 10, 2024, were not held for us, therefore no coach will be coming those dates.  MSC 

 
Worship and Music Report        Virginia Altman 
Finishing touches on the church photo directory.  Should be completed and to us in June. 
 
Parish Education Report         Stephanie Koehler 
First Communion and bible presentation on Sunday, February 11, 2024, went well.  Jake Church, Gunnar Eckert, 

Cullen Grote, Callie Dismukes and Oakley Kuecker. 
VBS slated for July 29 to August 2, with Rally Day and VBS closing on Sunday, August 4. 
Camp dates set for July 14 to July 19. 
No Sunday school on March 10. 
First camp fundraiser February 11 brought in $1,120.00.  Next will be March 31, a silent auction, after Easter 

breakfast. 
Cindy Clay and Stephanie Koehler will draw up guidelines for the Camp Funds account to be presented to the 

council in March. 
 
Youth Report         Gerald Herrmann 
Pastor Norm had 10 kids at the last pizza outing.  An appeal will be placed in the bulletin to have more adults par-
ticipate. 
 
Evangelism Report        Cindy Clay 
No report. 
 
Property Report         Colton Maass 
Meeting with the fire extinguisher company in the morning.  Will replace all that are needed.   
AED was upgraded and a presentation will be given on how to use the device, after church in the future.   
Cassie did contact Arlen Thielemann and his suggestion for the sagging windows would be to encase the wood 

windowsills in white metal.  She will get back with a cost of materials and labor.  They should all be chalked 
once a year to help preserve.   

Working once again to get the cross relit.  Keeps going out after a thunderstorm.   
 
Pastor’s Report         Pr. Norm Sulaica 
Visitations:  Nursing home/shut ins visits 19, other visits 21, including telephone calls, in person and in church. 
Lent Wednesday service with pastor rotation:  Ash Wednesday, February 14, Maundy Thursday, March 28, Good 

Friday, March 29 and Easter Sunday, March 31. 
Sermons will be video recorded for Wednesday, February 21 and Sunday, February 25. 
Worship leaders will be Wednesday, February 21 Steve Skrla and Sunday, February 25 Gerald Herrmann. 
Personal:  35th Wedding Anniversary celebration will be a cruise February 18 to 25, 2024. 
 
Motion to approve all reports as presented.  MSC 
 
Motion to adjourn.  MSC.  The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Rita Gaskamp 
Council Secretary 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

MARCH 
   1   Office Closed 2 

 
 
 

3   Lent 3 
8:30AM Sunday School 
9:15AM Worship Service 
2:00PM Luther League 
4:00PM Young Women’s  
Circle 

4 
10:00AM Bible Study 
6:00PM Executive Meeting 
6:00PM Bod4God 

5 
9:00AM  Music Planning 
 
 
Election Polling  7:00AM-7:00PM 

6 
4:30PM Confirmation  
5:00PM Soup Supper 
6:00PM Worship Service                                                                                       
Choir Practice after Wor-
ship Service 

7   Office Closed 
10:00AM Naomi Circle 
6:00PM Council Meeting 
Camp  
 
 

8   Office Closed 9 
 

10  Lent 4 
No Sunday School 
9:15AM Worship Service 
 
 

11 
10:00AM Bible Study 
6:00PM Bod4God 
 
Newsletter Deadline 

12 
6:30AM Food Pantry 
9:00AM Music Planning 
10:00AM Rachel Circle 
6:30PM Jump Start 
 

13 
2:00PM Game Day 
5:00PM Soup Supper 
6:00PM Worship Service 
Choir Practice after  
Worship Service                                         

14  Office Closed 
2:00PM Ladies Aid 
 

 

15  Office Closed 
       

16 
 

17  Lent 5 
8:30AM Sunday School  
9:15AM Worship Service & First 
Communion  
 
Easter Lily Purchase Deadline 

18 
10:00AM Bible Study 
6:00PM Bod4God 
 
 
 

19 
9:00AM Music Planning 
9:00AM Quilting 
4:30PM God Squad 

20  
4:30PM Confirmation  
5:00PM Soup Supper 
6:00PM Worship Service                                                                                       
Choir Practice after Wor-
ship Service 

21  Office Closed 
 

22  Office Closed 23 
Activity Center Reserved 

24  Palm Sunday 
8:30AM Sunday School 
9:15AM Worship Service 
 
 

25 
10:00AM Bible Study 
6:00PM Bod4God 
 
 

26 
6:30AM Food Pantry 
9:00AM Quilting 
9:00AM Music Planning 
 

27 
4:30PM Confirmation Class 
6:30PM Choir Practice  

28  Office Closed 
7:00PM Maundy Thursday 
Worship Service 
        

29  Office Closed  
9:15AM Good Friday Worship 
Service 

30 
 

31   Easter 
6:30AM Easter Sunrise Service 
followed by Easter Breakfast 
8:30AM Easter Egg Hunt 
9:15AM Worship Service 
Youth Silent Auction after Worship 
Service 

     Special Envelope for  
March:  Habitat for  
Humanity 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

MARCH 
   1   Office Closed 2 

 
 
 

3   Lent 3 
8:30AM Sunday School 
9:15AM Worship Service 
2:00PM Luther League 
4:00PM Young Women’s  
Circle 

4 
10:00AM Bible Study 
6:00PM Executive Meeting 
6:00PM Bod4God 

5 
9:00AM  Music Planning 
 
 
Election Polling  7:00AM-7:00PM 

6 
4:30PM Confirmation  
5:00PM Soup Supper 
6:00PM Worship Service                                                                                       
Choir Practice after Wor-
ship Service 

7   Office Closed 
10:00AM Naomi Circle 
6:00PM Council Meeting 
Camp  
 
 

8   Office Closed 9 
 

10  Lent 4 
No Sunday School 
9:15AM Worship Service 
 
 

11 
10:00AM Bible Study 
6:00PM Bod4God 
 
Newsletter Deadline 

12 
6:30AM Food Pantry 
9:00AM Music Planning 
10:00AM Rachel Circle 
6:30PM Jump Start 
 

13 
2:00PM Game Day 
5:00PM Soup Supper 
6:00PM Worship Service 
Choir Practice after  
Worship Service                                         

14  Office Closed 
2:00PM Ladies Aid 
 

 

15  Office Closed 
       

16 
 

17  Lent 5 
8:30AM Sunday School  
9:15AM Worship Service & First 
Communion  
 
Easter Lily Purchase Deadline 

18 
10:00AM Bible Study 
6:00PM Bod4God 
 
 
 

19 
9:00AM Music Planning 
9:00AM Quilting 
4:30PM God Squad 

20  
4:30PM Confirmation  
5:00PM Soup Supper 
6:00PM Worship Service                                                                                       
Choir Practice after Wor-
ship Service 

21  Office Closed 
 

22  Office Closed 23 
Activity Center Reserved 

24  Palm Sunday 
8:30AM Sunday School 
9:15AM Worship Service 
 
 

25 
10:00AM Bible Study 
6:00PM Bod4God 
 
 

26 
6:30AM Food Pantry 
9:00AM Quilting 
9:00AM Music Planning 
 

27 
4:30PM Confirmation Class 
6:30PM Choir Practice  

28  Office Closed 
7:00PM Maundy Thursday 
Worship Service 
        

29  Office Closed  
9:15AM Good Friday Worship 
Service 

30 
 

31   Easter 
6:30AM Easter Sunrise Service 
followed by Easter Breakfast 
8:30AM Easter Egg Hunt 
9:15AM Worship Service 
Youth Silent Auction after Worship 
Service 

     Special Envelope for  
March:  Habitat for  
Humanity 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

There will be no Sunday School on March 10th.   

       Church Gift Shop and Library 

Stop in and visit the library.  There is something for 

everyone and you’ll find some great gift ideas.  

Items are available by donation.  Books for both 

children and adults can also be checked out.  Come by 

and see what is available. for you. 

Easter Egg Hunt 
There will be an Easter Egg hunt for the 
youth on Easter Sunday, and decoration 

of the cross during Sunday School.   

Join us for an Easter breakfast  

       following the sunrise 

service on Easter  

Sunday. 

Silent Auction 
Following the 9:15AM Easter Worship Service, 

the youth will have a silent  

auction.  Funds collected will go toward youth 

camp costs.  Please take the opportunity to 

view and bid on the selections. 
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The following are sharing their time  
and talents for the month of March. 

ALTAR PREPARATION  Jennifer Schroeder, Jill Eckert 
FAMILY AID  Carolyn Kessel, Mary Hill, Sandy Janner, Rosa Sloan, Audrey Steinbach,  

Elvera Tisdell, Janet Wehring, Becki Schawe 
MEMORIAL COMMITTEE  Donna Bentke, Elvera Tisdel  

SANCTUARY PREP  Julie Dismukes, Mary Longhofer 
CHURCH TELLERS  Christin Seeker, Cathie Klatte 

SCREEN CREW   Anna Finke, Janice Fairlie 
                            USHERS  Don Holtkamp, Chris Koehler, Blake Becker 
                NAOMI CIRCLE  Connie Rohde 

QUILTERS  Susi Bentke 
EUCHARIST TEAM  Linda Schulze, Carolyn Kessel, Karen Rosenbaum, Cookie Engeling, Diana  

Williams, Connie Rohde, Betty Feldmann 
COMMUNION BREAD  Deanna Giese 

     

 
 

 

“Only by giving are you able to receive more than you already have.” 

Luther League  
Youth will hold its gathering on 

March 3rd at 2:00PM.  Join us for 

the fun and fellowship. 

 

Quilters will meet March 19th and 26th. 
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Upcoming NALC Events 
 

April 20th:  Texas Region Ladies  
Gathering.  Hosted by Our Saviour's  
Lutheran in Three Rivers 
 
July 1 - 4th:  Continental Youth Gathering for youth ages 12-18 at St John's Lutheran 
in Boerne. 
 
July 23 -25:  Texas Region Gathering for mainly congregation members 
will be at Cedarbrake Retreat Center in Belton 
 
NALC Convocation--This is virtual on August 9th. 

Lawn Care Services 

The Church is looking for lawn care service.  

If you are interested, or know someone who 

may be, please contact Colton Maass at 

(979) 251-2818. 
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Game Day 
Each 2nd Wednesday of the month, there will be a 

Game Day at the church from 2:00pm - 5:00pm.  

The next Game Day is March 13th.  Join us for 

fun, games and fellowship.  All ages are  

welcome. 

  

Jump Start 
Meets on March 12th at 

6:30PM. 

   Naomi Circle  

  The Naomi Circle will meet at 

10:00AM on March 7th. 
    

Ladies Aid 
Will be meeting on  

March 14th at 2:00PM. 

Men’s Ministry 
  Men’s Ministry will not meet in March. 
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God Squad   
God Squad is a monthly event held at the Church. God Squad is a  
3rd through 6th grade youth gathering centered around “Faith, 
Food, and Fun.”  The next monthly gathering will be Tuesday, 
March 19th at 4:30PM. Should you want to share in this minis-

try, we invite you to come and help Laura with snacks and 
drinks, or if you enjoy activities, please join Pastor Norm as we 

encourage our youth to burn away their after-school energy.  

Bod4God 
Sunday, September 17th, Pastor Norm stepped on the scale and  

revealed his weight.  His weigh-in kicked off the beginning of Bod4God.  

Bod4God is centered around scripture and weight loss.  His purpose is to encourage each of you 

to commit to raising money for our youth to attend camp and also to encourage a healthier you.  

A sign up sheet to support this Weight-A-Thon will be available in the Narthex and remain 

throughout the event.  You can make a financial commitment for every pound Pastor Norm loses 

or a single donation.  Bod4God will meet in on March 4th, 11th, 18th and 25th at 6:00PM.  Pastor 

Norm will weigh in at the Easter morning sunrise service. 

 
The deadline for the March newsletter will be  

March 11th. 

Bible Study    

Bible study is held each Monday at 

10:00AM. 

 
 
 
 
 

Easter Lilies will again be available for purchase.  T he cost of each plant is 
$13 and forms are located in the Narthex.  T he deadline to  

purchase Easter Lilies is March 17, 2024.   
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Choir practice is held each Wednesday at 
6:30PM, except during Lent, when  

practice is held after the Worship Service.  
Come share your voice. 

The Young Women’s Circle will meet on  

Sunday, March 3rd at 4:00pm. 

  Rachel Circle 

Will meet Tuesday, March  12th at 

10:00AM .  Please note the time 

change. 

The Activity Center is reserved on March 23rd. 

        Food Pantry Upcoming Dates 
    March 12th and 26th from 6:30AM-8:00AM. 

Offering Envelopes 

Member Offering Envelopes are  

available in the Narthex for 2024.   Please 

pick yours up. 

Flower Chart 
The 2024 flower chart has been posted in the 

Annex.  You may sign up for flowers by checking 
the flower chart for available dates. 
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