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Worship Assistants 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Norman Sulaica, Jr.        Screen Crew:  Anna Finke, Jennifer Schroeder 
Lay Reader:  Laura Sulaica         Communion Bread:  Betty Feldmann 
Sanctuary Prep:  Sandy Janner, Carol Haarmeyer           Council Members:  Herbert Klatte , Jr., Ken 
Accompanist:  Linda Pieper          Seeker 
Ushers:  Kevin Finke Family, Timmy Herrmann, Marvin         Tellers:  Gayle Bednar, Sandy Ordner 
Wellmann                          Memorial Committee:  Carolyn Kessel, Sandy 
Acolyte:  Addison Westerfeld          Ordner 
Altar Preparations:  Sherry Randermann, Diana Williams     Ladies Aid :  Carolyn Kessel   
Church Ministers:  St John Members       
  
                  

 Please tune to 87.9 FM for access to the service in the church parking lot on Sundays. 
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 PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
THE PEACE                     ELW Pg. 152 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

Peace be with you.  R.   Peace be with you. 
  
Please be seated. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 
To you, O God, 

all hearts are open, to you all desires known. We come to you, confessing our sins. For-

give us in your mercy, and remember us in your love. Show us your ways; teach us your 

paths; and lead us in justice and truth, for the sake of your goodness in Jesus Christ our 

Savior. 

Amen. 
 
By water and the Holy Spirit God gives you a new birth, and through the death and resurrec-

tion of Jesus Christ, God forgives you all your sins. The God of mercy and might strengthen 

you in all goodness and keep you in eternal life. In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
 
GATHERING HYMN             O Come Let Us Adore Him          SCREEN 
 

O come let us adore Him 

O come let us adore Him 

O come let us adore Him 

Christ the Lord. 
 

We give Him all the glory 

We give Him all the glory 

We give Him  all the glory 

Christ the Lord. 
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 For He alone is worthy 

For He alone is worthy 

For He alone is worthy 

Christ the Lord. 
 

We’ll praise His name forever. 

We’ll praise His name forever. 

We’ll praise His name forever. 

Christ the Lord. 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING              

Come, let us worship the Lord. 

Let us wait and watch for the Messiah’s return among us. 

He will come in the clouds with power and glory. 

He will gather the elect from the four winds and form all corners of the heavens. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 

In this season of Advent, we celebrate God’s love.  

Soon we will welcome the beautiful and essential love of God as Jesus Christ comes to 

live among us.  

We embrace the truth that we are God’s children, and let this truth guide our decisions and 

relationships.   

In our homes and in church we offer warm hospitality by welcoming those we don’t 

know, those who are in need, and those who are different from us.   

We demonstrate our care for creation in real and tangible ways and we grow in relations 

with all people every day.  

Together, we are a sign of God’s love for the world.  
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE    O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (v. 1, 6)  ELW #257 
 

 1   O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here 

until the Son of God appear. 

 

Refrain 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel. 
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 6 O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer; 

 O Sun of justice, now draw near. 

 Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

 and death's dark shadow put to flight.  Refrain 

(The fourth candle is lit) 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

God of extravagant generosity, in Jesus we discover the depth of your care and the lengths you 

will go to save us. Forgive us when we ignore the needy, trample your creation and refuse to 

share all that we receive from you. Teach us to love our neighbors, caring for each other in the 

name of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
 

FIRST READING:   2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
1When the king lived in his house and the LORD had given him rest from all his surrounding 

enemies, 2the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the 

ark of God dwells in a tent.” 3And Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that is in your heart, for 

the LORD is with you.” 4But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, 5“Go and 

tell my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD: Would you build me a house to dwell in? 6I have 

not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I 

have been moving about in a tent for my dwelling. 7In all places where I have moved with all 

the people of Israel, did I speak a word with any of the judges of Israel, whom I commanded to 

shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?” 8Now, 

therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, I took you 

from the pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be prince over my people Israel. 
9And I have been with you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from before 

you. And I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10And 

I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may dwell in their 

own place and be disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 
11from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel. And I will give you rest from all 

your enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. 

16‘“And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall 

be established forever.’” 
Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSIVE PSALM  Psalm 89:1-5 
1Your love, O LORD, forever will I sing; 

 from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness. 
2For I am persuaded that your love is established forever; 

 you have set your faithfulness firmly n the heavens. 
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 3“I have made a covenant with my chosen one; 

 I have sworn an oath to David my servant: 
4‘I will establish your line forever, 

 and preserve your throne for all generations.’” 
5The heavens bear witness to your wonders, O LORD, 

 and to your faithfulness in the assembly of the holy ones; 
 
SECOND READING:  Romans 16:25-27 
25Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of 

Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 
26but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known to 

all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of 

faith — 27to the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen. 

Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 

Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION          Allelluia       SCREEN 
  

 Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia. 
 

*GOSPEL           Luke 2:15-20 
15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 

“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has 

made known to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby 

lying in a manger. 17And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told 

them concerning this child. 18And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told 

them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20And the 

shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 

been told them. 

The Gospel of our Lord.  Praise to you, O’ Christ. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
SERMON   Pastor Norman Sulaica, Jr. 
  
Please stand as you are able. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY               Infant Holy, Infant Lowly       ELW #276 
 

1 Infant holy, infant lowly, 

 for his bed a cattle stall; 
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        oxen lowing, little knowing 

 Christ the child is Lord of all. 

 Swiftly winging, angels singing, 

 bells are ringing, tidings bringing: 

 Christ the child is Lord of all! 

 Christ the child is Lord of all! 

 

2 Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping 

 vigil till the morning new 

 saw the glory, heard the story, 

 tidings of a gospel true. 

 Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, 

 praises voicing, greet the morrow: 

 Christ the child was born for you! 

 Christ the child was born for you! 
 

 
CREED                                                                                                            ELW Pg. 105 

*Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let us offer our prayers for a world in need. 

 
Please be seated. 
  
 

 
! 
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 OFFERING HYMN           Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful                            ELW #184 
 
OFFERTORY             Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow             ELW #884 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them 

our very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of 

your Son, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE           ELW #152 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 

through whom you will also make all things new 

in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
SANCTUS             Holy, Holy, Holy     ELW Pg. 153 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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 EUCHARIST PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
 
With this bread and cup 

we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
AGNUS DEI                     Lamb of God          SCREEN 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS       Now We Join in Celebration         ELW #462 
 

1 Now we join in celebration 

 at our Savior's invitation, 

 dressed no more in spirit somber, 

 clothed instead in joy and wonder; 

 for the Lord of all existence, 

 putting off divine transcendence, 

 stoops again in love to meet us, 

 with his very life to feed us. 
 

2 Lord, as round this feast we gather, 

 fill our hearts with holy rapture! 

   

 

 

                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



10 

 For this bread and cup of blessing 

 are for us the sure possessing 

of your loving deed on Calv'ry, 

 of your living self, our vict'ry, 

 pledge of your unfailing presence, 

 foretaste here of heav'nly gladness. 
 

3 Lord, we share in this communion 

 as one fam'ly of God's children, 

 reconciled through you, our brother, 

one in you with God our Father. 

 Give us grace to live for others, 

serving all, both friends and strangers, 

 seeking justice, love, and mercy 

 till you come in final glory. 

 

                                                   Away in a Manager                                ELW #277 
 

1 Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 

 the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 

 the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 

 the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 

2 The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes, 

 but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 

 I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky 

 and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

 

3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 

 close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

 Bless all the dear children in your tender care 

 and fit us for heaven, to live with you there. 

 

                                              O Little Town of Bethlehem   ELW #279 

 

1 O little town of Bethlehem, 

 how still we see thee lie! 

 Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

 the silent stars go by; 

yet in thy dark streets shineth 
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2 For Christ is born of Mary, 

 and, gathered all above 

 while mortals sleep, the angels keep 

 their watch of wond'ring love. 

 O morning stars, together 

 proclaim the holy birth, 

 and praises sing to God the king, 

 and peace to all the earth! 

3 How silently, how silently 

 the wondrous gift is giv'n! 

 So God imparts to human hearts 

 the blessings of his heav'n. 

 No ear may hear his coming; 

 but, in this world of sin, 

 where meek souls will receive him, still 

 the dear Christ enters in. 

 

4 O holy child of Bethlehem, 

 descend to us, we pray; 

 cast out our sin, and enter in, 

 be born in us today. 

 We hear the Christmas angels 

 the great glad tidings tell; 

 oh, come to us, abide with us, 

 our Lord Immanuel! 

 

DECLARATION OF GRACE 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will 

be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the great-

ness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 
 

 

 

 

 the everlasting light. 

 The hopes and fears of all the years 

 are met in thee tonight. 
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 BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN                   Go Tell It On the Mountain            ELW #290 

 

Refrain 

 Go tell it on the mountain, 

 over the hills and ev'rywhere; 

 go tell it on the mountain 

 that Jesus Christ is born! 

 

1 While shepherds kept their watching 

 o'er silent flocks by night, 

 behold, throughout the heavens 

 there shone a holy light.  Refrain  

 

2 The shepherds feared and trembled 

 when, lo, above the earth 

 rang out the angel chorus 

 that hailed our Savior's birth.  Refrain 

 

3 Down in a lonely manger 

 the humble Christ was born; 

 and God sent us salvation 

 that blessed Christmas morn.  Refrain 
 

DISMISSAL   

Knowing you are wanted and loved by God, go in peace. 

      Thanks be to God! 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God by  
                Virginia Altman in honor of 
  her Children and Grandchildren. 
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Bod4God 

Sunday, September 17th, Pastor Norm stepped on the scale and  

revealed his weight.  His weigh-in kicked off the beginning of Bod4God.  

Bod4God is centered around scripture and weight loss.  His purpose is to  

encourage each of you to commit to raising money for our youth to attend camp and also 

to encourage a healthier you.  A sign up sheet to support this Weight-A-Thon will be 

available in the Narthex and remain throughout the event.  You can make a financial com-

mitment for every pound Pastor Norm loses or a single donation.  Bod4God will resume in 

January.  He will step back on the scale on January 21st, 2024.   

 

Schedule for Special December Services 

December 25th 

No Sunday School 

9:00AM Worship Service with Communion 

December 31st 

No Sunday School 

9:15AM Worship Service 

2023 St John Council Members 

President ....................................... Herbert Klatte, Jr. 

Vice-President .................................. Kenneth Seeker 

Treasurer .......................................... Sharon Neutzler 

Secretary ............................................. Rita Gaskamp 

Community Concerns .................. India Randermann 

Evangelism ................................................ Josh Clay 

Financial Secretary ...............................Jeannie Kroll 

Parish Ed ...................................... Stephanie Koehler 

Property ............................................... Colton Maass  

Worship & Music ............................ Virginia Altman 

Special Fund Envelope for Dec. is the Men in Mission Scholarship. 

Contact Information for Pastor Norm 

 Pastor Norm can be reached in either of  

       the following ways:  Cell Phone Number (361) 362-9108   

Or Email:  pastornorm2003@yahoo.com 
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Sunday School Classes 

Sunday School will resume again on  January 14th, 2024. 

Member Offering Envelopes are  

available in the Narthex for 2024.   

The 2024 flower chart has been posted in the Annex so that you may sign up to place 
flowers in the church.   You may sign up for flowers by checking the flower chart for 

available dates. 

2023 Contributions 
December 25, 2023 is the last day for  

contributions to be counted towards your 2023 total. 

Choir 
T here will be no Choir practice this week.  Choir practice will start back on 

January 7th. 

Bible Study 

Bible study will be on Monday, January 8th at 10:00AM. 
 

Church Gift Shop and Library 

Take the opportunity to visit the library and see what is available 

for you! 

Reaching Your Church Office:  Linda Crabtree  prairiehillsecretary@gmail.com  Church Office 

Phone: 979-836-8666 Office hours: Monday-Wednesday 8:00am-4:00pm  

Website: www.stjohnprairiehill.org 

Confirmation Class 

Confirmation classes will resume January 10th at 4:30PM. 

Pastor Norm will be on vacation December 26th thru December 31st. 
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          Monday, December 25th 

        9:00 Worship Service 
          

                                          

         
 

Prayer Requests for our Church Family: 
Mavis Smith   Janice Cordova   Sydney Wagner   Florence Bentke   Gilbert Spinn   Helen Gaskamp    
Cynthia Wilson   Linda King   Jerry Randermann   Family of Mary Ann Luce   Connie Seward     
Dorothy Wiesepape   Mark Marburger   Tom Bentke   Earline Moody   Verna Mae Sefcik   Ruth Finke   
Milton Bosse  Donald Lange   Jim & Sandy Kite   Mike Altman   Emery & Helen Schulze    
Dennis Moehlmann  Diana Williams   Lloyd Neutzler   Mollie Grote   Cookie Engeling 
 
Those celebrating baptismal anniversaries:  Lloyd Neutzler 
Those Celebrating wedding anniversaries:  David & Debora Koch and Charles & Ellen Spinn 
 

Prayer Request for Family and Friends of our Members: 
Aaron Batot    Floyd & Joan Engeling   Rita Huckert   
Alan Pittman    Gladys Schwartz   Roger Ellermann 
Albert Lee & Caroline Linke  Gloria Hanath    RV Pittman  
Aliza Jones    James Lee    Sara Hardy 
Amanda Gurka    Joe Deatherage    Shannon Mitschke 
Ann Fogt    Larry Dean Koch   Shannon Wellmann 
Blake Townsend   Leah McGee    Sue Beall 
Carol Lieber    Kelsey Mattheis    Sue Maass 
Christy Dallmeyer   Kennedy  Altman   Tess Loberg 
Connie Cadenhead   Mark Hundemer    Family of Walter Winkelmann 
David Majewski    Mike McIntyre    Wayne Hueske  
Dorothy  Bowles   Missy Goldsmith   Please note on your  
Ellie & Eilla Rosenbaum   Nicole Clark    prayer card individuals 
Floyd & Joan Engeling   Otto Kemper    to be added or removed 
Gladys Schwartz        from the list.  
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