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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

…choose this day whom you will serve … But as for me and my house, we will serve 

the LORD. 

Joshua 24:15 
 
Joshua’s declaration is “God, you are first and most important to me and to my family.”  

Taking a stance for God is instrumental to our way of life. 
 
A young boy by the name of James had a desire to be the most famous manufacturer and 

salesman of cheese in the world. He planned on becoming rich and famous by making and 

selling cheese and began with a little buggy pulled by a pony named Paddy. After making his 

cheese, he would load his wagon, and he and Paddy would drive down the streets of Chicago 

to sell the cheese. As the months passed, the young boy began to despair because he was not 

making any money, in spite of his long hours and hard work.  
 
One day he pulled his pony to a stop and began to talk to him. He said, “Paddy, there is 

something wrong. We are not doing it right. I am afraid we have things turned around and  

Our priorities are not where they ought to be. Maybe we ought to serve God and place him 

first in our lives”; The boy drove home and made a covenant that for the rest of his life he 

would first serve God and then would work as God directed. 
 
Many years after this, the young boy, now a man, stood as Sunday School Superintendent at 

church and said, “I would rather be a layperson in church than to head the greatest corporation 

in America. My first job is serving Jesus;  
 
So, every time you take a take a bite of Philadelphia Cream cheese, sip a cup of Maxwell 

House, mix a quart of Kool-Aid, slice up a DiGiorno Pizza, cook a pot of Macaroni & 

Cheese, spread some Grey Poupon, stir a bowl of Cream of Wheat, slurp down some Jell-O, 

eat the cream out of the middle of an Oreo cookie, or serve some Stove Top, remember a boy, 

his pony named Paddy, and the promise little James L. Kraft made to serve God and work as 

He directed. 
 
Soli Deo Gloria - to the Glory of God. 

Pastor Norm 

Contact Information for Pastor Norm 

Pastor Norm can be reached in either of the following ways:   

             Cell Phone Number (361) 362-9108  Or  Email:  pastornorm2003@yahoo.com 
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Upcoming Via de Cristo Weekend….. Study, Worship, 
Sharing 

September 14-17, 2023 
Camp Lone Star - Pines Campus 

Tomball, TX  
In all things, God works for the good of those who love Him.” Romans 8:28 

 
Via de Cristo is a Spanish phrase meaning Way of Christ.  A Via de Cristo weekend is a three-day 
journey, designed to strengthen and renew the faith of Christian people, bringing them to a new 
awareness of living in God’s grace.  The participants live, study, worship and commune together 
daily.   
 
There are fourteen talks, nine by lay people and five by clergy, presenting the Christian life, based 
on the person and teachings of Jesus Christ.. Via de Cristo gives those attending a living under-

standing of basic Christian Truths.  Participants will enjoy music and singing, food and fel-
lowship, and a time for prayer and reflection.   
 
For more information, contact Pastor Norm or Sandy Ordner.  

President ........................................ Herbert Klatte, Jr. 

Vice-President .................................. Kenneth Seeker 

Treasurer ......................................... Sharon Neutzler 

Secretary ............................................. Rita Gaskamp 

Community Concerns................... India Randermann 

 

Evangelism ................................................ Josh Clay 

Financial Secretary .............................. Jeannie Kroll 

Parish Ed ...................................... Stephanie Koehler 

Property ............................................... Colton Maass  

Worship & Music ............................ Virginia Altman 

     2023 St John Council Members 

A meeting for all confirmation aged  
students and their parents will be 

held Tuesday, August 16th at 
6:00PM .   
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August 
FIRST  

READING 
RESPON-

SIVE 
SECOND  

READING 
GOSPEL 

6 Pentecost 
10 

Isaiah 55:1-5 Psalm 136:1-9 Romans 9:1-5 Matthew 14:13
-21 

13 Pentecost 
11 

Job 38:4-18 Psalm 18:1-6 Romans 10:5-17 Matthew 
14:22-33 

20 
Pentecost 

12 
Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 Psalm 67 

Romans 11:1-2a, 13-
15, 28-32 

Matthew 15:21
-28 

27 
Pentecost 

13 
Isaiah 51:1-6 Psalm 138 Romans 11:33-12:8 

Matthew 16:13
-20 

Readings for August 

         
 

    

          
                              Bible Study Series 

 A weekly Bible study is being held each  
Monday  at 10:00AM.   

 Please join in this learning opportunity  
 and for the fellowship. 

Aug Acolyte Layreader Flowers Given By 

6 Hunter Janner Sandy Ordner 
Pastor Norm & Laura Sulaica 

to the Glory of God 

13 Wyatt Davis Joseph Ordner 
Linda Schulze in memory of her 
parents Erwin & Evelyn Schulze 

20 Charlie Schramme Laura Sulaica 
Charles & Deanna Giese to the 

Glory of God 

27 Rhett Schroeder Jennifer Anderson 
Donna Bentke to the Glory of 

God 
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08-01-2010   Harper Huckert 
08-03-1980  Jeff  Lange 
08-04-2013   Cayd Wilkerson 
08-05-1956 Kathy Nordt 
08-05-1990 Jenna Thumann 
08-06-1943 Charles Kuecker 
08-07-2016 Jacob Hohlt 
08-09-2015 Gunnar Eckert 
08-10-1986 Cassie Lynch 
08-11-1985 Rachel Feldmann 
08-11-2013  Arabella Clay 
08-11-2019 Brittyn Randermann 
08-12-1956 Alan Schroeder 
08-13-2000 Richard Mehr 
08-13-2000 Shannon Mehr 
08-14-1983 Brandon Knebel 
08-15-1948  James Schawe 

08/15/8021 Charlotte Lynch 
08-16-1992 Tanner Randermann 
08-16-2015 Callie Dismukes 
08-18-1957 Connie Glaesmann 
08-18-2002 Lauren Hagerman 
08-25-2018 Case Lange 
08-25-2019 Cambry Wilkerson 
08-26-1990 Stacy Wegner 
08-26-2018 Paige Bednar 
08-28-1937 Andrew Schroeder 
08-28-1987 Jennifer Schroeder 
08/28/2022 Rykar Eckert 
08-29-1971 Troy Seeker 
08-29-1982 Kristy Cochran 
08-30-2009 Wednesday Harm 
 
 

 Baptismal Anniversaries 

May God richly bless you as you  

celebrate your special day! 

REACHING YOUR CHURCH OFFICE 

     Linda Crabtree       prairiehillsecretary@gmail.com  Church Office Phone: 979-836-8666  

     Office hours: Monday-Wednesday 8:00am-4:00pm Website: www.stjohnprairiehill.org 

Church Council President Herbert Klatte, Jr. (936) 801-8663 

 

Wedding Anniversaries 

08-01-1992 Joseph & Sandy Ordner 
08-01-2009 Chad & Amanda Dismukes 
08-07-1982 Damon & Francis Wegner 
08-09-1975 David & Patti Clay 
 
 
 
 

08-13-1963 Calvin & Judy Janner 
08-13-1984 Mark & Diana Williams 
08-26-2006 Brett & Jennifer Schroeder 
08-28-2004 Kelly & James Antkowiak 
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St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Church Council Meeting Minutes for July 10, 2023 

 
The Church Council of St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church met for its monthly meeting on 
July 10, 2023, at 6:00 pm.  Council President Herbert Klatte, Jr., called the meeting to order.  
Pastor Norm Sulaica opened with scripture and prayer.  All current members were present. 
The June minutes were approved as read. 
 
Unfinished Business 
Internet service still under review. 
Donations and offerings coming in for NALC disaster relief school kits. 
 
New Business 
Budget Review Committee:  Chairman, Vice Chairman and Treasurer 
Motion to have all the outgoing members serve on the Nominating Committee.  MSC 
Motion to purchase a new dual purpose scanner for the church office, $200.  MSC 
Tripping hazard at the entrance to the Activity Center.  Select Council members will investigate 

and come up with a plan of action. 
Motion to place a newspaper ad in the Brenham Banner for the Area Church Directory to be 

printed on July 20, 2023.  Cost $205 for 1/4 page ad and subsequent text.  MSC 
 
For Information 
VBS July 31 to August 4 
Rally Day August 6 (coincide with VBS closing) 
Photo Directory October 5 to 7, 2023 
Blood Drive July 30 and December 10, 2023 
 
Committee Reports: 
Treasurer Report       Sharon Neutzler 
No written report.  New Debit card received.  Filed for State Tax Exemption.  LYO checking ac-
count will remain as a separate identity but will be audited with all the regular accounts once a 
year. 
 
Financial Secretary Report      Jeannie Kroll 
For the month of June, the total Weekly Giving Deposits were $9,280.00, special envelopes to 
Great Commission Fund of the NALC $1,130.00, plus loose offering of $49.00 and Direct De-
posits were $3947.63 for a total giving of $14,406.63.  (The sum of $23,150 monthly is needed 
to meet the 2023 budget approved at the October semi-annual congregational meeting.) 
 
Community Concerns Report      India Randermann 
Food Pantry served 77 families (142 people) at two distributions in June. 
Funerals in June:  None 
NALC Disaster Response Team:  School kits in July.  Goal will be 50 kits each. 
Upcoming Blood Drive July 30.  Sign up sheets in the narthex. 
 
Worship and Music Report       Virginia Altman 
No report 
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Parish Education Report       Stephanie Koehler 
Campers currently attending Camp Lone Star with Pastor Norm and Cindy Clay.  Church has 

been fully reimbursed for campers’ half of cost. 
VBS has 19 registered with deadline this Sunday, July 16. 
VBS closing service on August 6 in conjunction with Rally Day, preceded with a pool party on 

Friday night. 
Parish Ed committee meeting scheduled for Sunday, July 30, to plan the fall. 
 
Youth Report        Kenneth Seeker 
No report. 
 
Evangelism Report       Josh Clay 
Octoberfest scheduled October 23, 2023.  Kidfish fishing tournament for August. 
 
Property Report       Colton Maass 
AC in the new part of the Activity Center.  Cory Stegent came out and repaired/serviced the 

units and they are working fine. 
Activity Center roof top will be power washed and then painted to prevent further rusting.  Jon 

Westerfeld to assist. 
Parsonage garbage disposal will be repaired/replaced. 
Cross still not lighting up at night, maybe the timer. 
 
Pastor’s Report       Pr. Norm Sulaica 
Visitations:  Nursing home/shut ins visits 16, other visits 5 
Confirmation Camp this week at Camp Lone Star. 
Confirmation Class parents/students meeting August 16, 2023. 
God Squad - for 3rd to 6th graders, will get this started soon. 
Two fall classes:  Faith Lessons:  On the Promised Land (Holy Land) 5 video sessions and Bod 

4 God. 
Men’s breakfast this Saturday, July 15 at 8 am.  All men of the church are invited. 
NALC:  Lutheran Week, August 7 to 11, 2023, Church Convocation in OKC, Mary Longhofer 

and Laura Sulaica with Pastor Norm and Sandy Ordner, to attend and represent. 
St. Matthew:  Funeral for Marjorie Heckman.  Wedding for Justin Dana and Amanda, July 15, 

2023. 
Vacation August 28 to September 10 for Laura’s parents 60th wedding anniversary celebration, 

plus preside over a wedding on September 9. 
Storage Shed, would like new 10 x 8, around $600 to anchor down on the concrete pad. 
 
Motion to approve all reports as presented.  MSC 
 
Motion to adjourn.  MSC.  The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Rita Gaskamp 
Council Secretary 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

August 
 1 
9:AM Music  Planning 
6:30PM Rachel Circle 
     
VBS 

2   
6:30PM Choir 
 
 
VBS 

   3 
No Naomi Circle 
  
 
VSB 

4 
Office Closed   
 
 
VB 

5 

6   Pentecost 10 
8:30AM Sunday School, 
Rally  Day 
9:15AM Worship 
Service 
4:00PM Young 
Women’s  Circle 

7  
10:00AM  Bible Study 
6:00PM Executive  
Meeting 

8  
6:30AM Food Pantry 
9:00AM Music  
Planning Team 

9  
2:00PM Game Day 
6:30PM Choir 

10  
11 Office Closed   
2:00PM Ladies Aid 

11    
Office Closed 

12 
 

13  Pentecost 11 
8:30 AM Sunday School 
Acolyte Training  Class 
9:15AM Worship  
Service 
 

14 
10:00AM Bible Study 
6:00PM Council  
Meeting 
7:00PM Jump Start 
Newsletter Reminder 

15 
9:00AM Quilting 
9:00AM Music  
Planning 

16 
6:30PM Choir 
6:00PM Confirmation 
Kids and Parent Meet-
ing 

17  
Office Closed 
 

 

18  
Office Closed 
       

19 
8:00AM Men’s   
Ministry Breakfast 

20  Pentecost 12 
8:30AMSunday School 
9:15AM Worship  
Service 
 

21 
10:00AM Bible Study 
Newsletter Deadline 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
6:30AM Food Pantry 
9:00AM Music  
Planning Team 
9:00AM Quilting 
 
   

23 
5:00PM Confirmation 
6:30PM Choir 

24  
Office Closed 

25  
Office Closed 

26 

27  Pentecost 13 
8:30AM Sunday School 
9:15AM Worship  
Service 
 

 28 
10:00AM Bible Study 

29 
9:00AM Music  
Planning Team 
 
   

30 
5:00PM Confirmation 
6:30PM Choir 

   

 MONDAY SUNDAY 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
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6:30AM Food Pantry 
9:00AM Music  
Planning Team 
9:00AM Quilting 
 
   

23 
5:00PM Confirmation 
6:30PM Choir 
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Office Closed 

25  
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August Special Envelope  
Cemetery Fund 
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Rally Day will be August 6th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kid Fish 
Will be held, October 21st.  Watch for 

more information in the following weeks. 
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The following are sharing their time  
and talents for the month of August. 

 
COMMUNION BREAD  Betty Feldmann 

 
ALTAR PREPARATION  Donna Bentke, Deanna Giese 

 
FAMILY AID  Deanna Giese, Donna Bentke, Patti Clay, Elsie Herrmann, Sandy Ordner, Karen 

Rosenbaum 
 

MEMORIAL COMMITTEE  Sandy Janner, Diana Williams 
 

SANCTUARY PREP  Cookie Engeling, Audrey Steinbach 
 

CHURCH TELLERS  Charles Gaskamp, Lauren Maass 
 

SCREEN CREW  Janice Fairlie, Kallie Krause 
 

          USHERS  Boeker Family, Gill Janner Family 
 
            LADIES AID  Carolyn Kessel 

  
 NAOMI CIRCLE  No Meeting 

 
QUILTERS  Mary Hill 

 

    A special thank you to those who volunteer and continue to  
volunteer within the church, behind the scenes.  It truly does 

take a village.  Again, many thanks for your commitment. 
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Quilters will meet on August 15th and August 22nd.   
Mary Hill will serve as hostess. 

   Rachel Circle 

The Rachel Circle will 

meet Tuesday,  

August 1st. 

 
 
 

 
 

An Octoberfest Bizarre with German food, music and fun 
will be held October 22nd.  Please share your talents by  

offering crafts, baked goods and canned food to be sold at 
the bizarre.  Please let one of the following listed below if 
you are interested in sharing.  For any questions, please 

contact Regina Holtkamp, Jeannie Kroll, Mary  Longhofer 
or Laura Sulaica. 

 

All monies will go toward the camp fund to be used for 
camps, retreats and outings. 
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Game Day 
Each 2nd Wednesday of the month, there will be 

a Game Day at the church from 2:00pm - 5:00pm.  

The next Game Day in August 9th.  Join us for 

fun, games and fellowship.  All ages are welcome. 

St. John Lutheran Church Men’s Ministry 

 

  Gentlemen, please join us at 8:00AM the third Saturday of 

each month for breakfast, devotion, and fellowship. The next 

breakfast and meeting is August 19th. 

         Jump Start 
Meeting on August 14th 

at 7:00PM. 

      St John Lutheran Church Prairie Hill  
     Food Pantry Upcoming Dates: 

 August 8th and August 22nd from  
      6:30AM-8:00AM. 
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Acolyte Training 
There will be acolyte training for 

youth grades 4th thru 8th.  Training 

will take place during Sunday School on  

August 13th. 
    

Home Visits 

Pastor Norm is available for 

any members who would 

like a home visit.   

Young Women’s Circle  
T he Young Women’s Circle 

will be meeting, Sunday  
August 6th at 4:00PM. 

Ladies Aid 
Meeting on August 

10th at 2:00PM. 
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Choir practice is held each Wednesday at 6:30PM.  The choir is 
looking for both men and women of the congregation to join and 
share their voices.  If you would like to join, we sing on the last 

Sunday of each month.  Come share your talent with us! 

Church Library 

The new library, located across from the 

Pastor’s office is OPEN!  Come visit our 

church’s gift shop and see what is there.  

There will be new seasonal items coming soon 

for Autumn.  There are many adult and  

children’s books that can be checked out.   

A very Happy and  
Blessed Birthday to all members  

celebrating theirs in August. 

Naomi Circle  

  Meetings will resume in  

September. 
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