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Worship Assistants 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Norman Sulaica, Jr.                                  Ushers:  Johnny Randermann Family 
Accompanist:  Linda Schulze                           Council Members:  Herbert Klatte, Jr. Ken  
Acolyte:  Randa Tillman              Seeker  
Sanctuary Prep:  Sandy Janner, Carol Haarmeyer          Lay Reader:  Sandra Tillman   
Tellers:  Donna Skrla, Gary Schulze            Altar Preparations:  Connie Rohde, Janet  
Communion Bread:  Donna Bentke            Wehring 
Screen Crew:  Anna Finke. Jennifer Schroeder           Church Ministers:  St John Members 
Memorial Committee:  Deanna Giese, Susi Bentke     

Please tune to 87.9 FM for access to the service in the church parking lot on Sundays. 
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 PRELUDE 
  
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
  
THE PEACE              ELW Pg. 152 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
Peace be with you.  R.   Peace be with you. 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS      ELW Pg. 94-96 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for 
you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgive-
ness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all 
our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer (v. 1-3)  ELW #618 
 
INTROIT with Psalm 84:5 
5Happy are those whose strength is in you, 
 in whose heart are the highways to Zion.   
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING          ELW  Pg. 147 
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 KYRIE Psalm 84:1-4 
1How lovely is your dwelling place, 
 O LORD of hosts! 
 2My soul longs, indeed it faints 
 for the courts of the LORD; 
 my heart and my flesh sing for joy 
 to the living God. 
 3Even the sparrow finds a home, 
 and the swallow a nest for herself, 
 where she may lay her young, 
 at your altars, O LORD of hosts, 
 my King and my God. 
 4Happy are those who live in your house, 
 ever singing your praise.  
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
  
CANTICLE OF PRAISE   Glory to God     ELW Pg. 148 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, consider the worthy desires of your humble servants. Reach out to defend us from evil by 
the word and work of your majestic right hand. Grant this, we pray, through the same Jesus Christ, your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
FIRST READING:   Exodus 17:1-7 
 1All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of Sin by stages, according to 
the commandment of the LORD, and camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to 
drink. 2Therefore the people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” And Moses said to 
them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” 3But the people thirsted there for wa-
ter, and the people grumbled against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us 
and our children and our livestock with thirst?” 4So Moses cried to the LORD, “What shall I do with this 
people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5And the LORD said to Moses, “Pass on before the people, 
taking with you some of the elders of Israel, and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the 
Nile, and go. 6Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, 
and water shall come out of it, and the people will drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of 
Israel. 7And he called the name of the place Massah and Meribah, because of the quarreling of the peo-
ple of Israel, and because they tested the LORD by saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?” 
The Word of the LORD.  Thanks be to God. 
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 RESPONSIVE PSALM:     Psalm 95:1-9 
1Come, let us sing to the LORD; 
 let us shout for joy to the Rock of  our salvation. 
2Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving 
 and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 
3For the LORD is a great God, 
 and a great King above all gods. 
4In his hand are the caverns of the earth, 
 and the heights of the hills are his also. 
5The sea is his, for he made it, 
 and his hands have molded the dry land. 
6Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, 
 and kneel before the LORD our Maker. 
7For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. 
 Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 
8Harden not your hearts, as your forebears did in the wilderness, 
 at Meribah, and on that day at Massah, when they tempted me. 
9They put me to the test, 
 though they had seen my works. 
 
 
SECOND READING:  Romans 5:1-8 
1Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
2Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God. 3Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering pro-
duces endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does 
not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who 
has been given to us. 6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7For 
one will scarcely die for a righteous person — though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to 
die — 8but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
The Word of the LORD.  Thanks be to God. 

Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Return to the Lord    ELW Pg. 151 
 
*GOSPEL:       John 4:5-26 
5So {Jesus} came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given to his son Jo-
seph. 6Jacob’s well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It 
was about the sixth hour. 7A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a 
drink.” 8(For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9The Samaritan woman said to him, 
“How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings  
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 with Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, 
‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 11The woman 
said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living 
water? 12Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his 
sons and his livestock.” 13Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14but 
whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him 
will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 15The woman said to him, “Sir, give me 
this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.” 16Jesus said to her, “Go, call 
your husband, and come here.” 17The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, 
“You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18for you have had five husbands, and the one you now 
have is not your husband. What you have said is true.” 19The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you 
are a prophet. 20Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place 
where people ought to worship.” 21Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when nei-
ther on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22You worship what you do not 
know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23But the hour is coming, and is now 
here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such 
people to worship him. 24God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 
25The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, he 
will tell us all things.” 26Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am he.”  
The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON       Pastor Norman Sulaica, Jr.  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY   Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me (v. 1-3)          ELW #623 
                        
CREED          ELW Pg. 104 
*Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
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 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition of the prayers ends with the following response: 

       Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
OFFERING HYMN                 Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful                                             ELW #184 
 
OFFERTORY          Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                    ELW #884 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. 
God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life. Bless us and 
these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE         ELW Pg. 152 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
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 You call your people to cleanse their hearts 
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 
that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 
we may come to the fullness of your grace. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
SANCTUS         ELW Pg. 153 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
EUCHARIST PRAYER 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting 
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
  
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 
to the land of milk and honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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 With this bread and cup 
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. 
Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. 
Send us forth, 
burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
With your holy ones of all times and places, 
with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, 
blessed and holy Trinity, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
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 and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI                         Lamb of God    ELW Pg. 154 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us. 
DISTRIBUTION 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS     Let Us Break Bread Together    ELW #471 
     There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy   ELW #587 
     Built on a Rock     ELW #652 

 
DECLARATION OF GRACE 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: 
may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful 
hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 

BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN In Christ There Is No East or West   ELW #650 
  
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace and be at peace for God who has made you right through Jesus Christ. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
 

 
 
 

 

     

   Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God  
       in honor of the Naomi Circle. 
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Choir practice is held each Wednesday at 7:00PM, except for the Wednesday 

following singing during Worship Service being an off week for practice.  The 

choir is looking for men of the congregation to join and share their voices.  

They sing on the last Sunday of each month and will also be singing on Easter 

Sunday.  Come join and share your voice! 

The Ladies of St. John will have Easter Lilies  
available again this year.  The lilies are in a 6 inch 
pot wrapped with gold foil. The cost is $13.00 per 

plant.  The donations may be placed in honor of or in 
memory of your loved ones. Forms are located in the 

Narthex of the Church to order your Easter Lilies.  
The deadline for purchase is March 27th. 

There will be no Sunday School class on March 19th. 
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Monday, March 13th 

10:00AM Bible Study 

6:00PM Council Meeting 

Tuesday, March 14h 

6:30AM Food Pantry 

Wednesday, March 15th 

No Confirmation Class 

5:00PM Soup Supper 

6:00PM Worship Service 

     7:00PM Choir 

             

Watch for information regarding a silent auction the youth will be 

hosting after the Easter sunrise service. 
 
 

 

 

     

 Contact Information for Pastor Norm 

 Pastor Norm can be reached in either of  

the following ways:   

Cell Phone Number (361) 362-9108  Or 

  Email:  pastornorm2003@yahoo.com 

 

Please remember to have any changes that may affect the weekly bulletin to the church 
secretary by noon on Mondays so that the bulletin can be updated with the correct  

information.. 
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2023 St John Council Members 

President ........................................ Herbert Klatte, Jr. 

Vice-President .................................. Kenneth Seeker 

Treasurer ......................................... Sharon Neutzler 

Secretary.............................................. Rita Gaskamp 

Community Concerns ................... India Randermann 

Evangelism ................................................. Josh Clay 

Financial Secretary ............................... Jeannie Kroll 

Parish Ed ...................................... Stephanie Koehler 

Property ............................................... Colton Maass  

Worship & Music ............................ Virginia Altman 
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Food Pantry will be held  March 
14th and March 28th from 

6:30AM - 8:00AM. 

Bible Study Series 
A weekly Bible study is being  

held each Monday at 10:00AM.   
Please join in this learning opportunity and for 

the fellowship.  

 
T he Rachel Circle meets the f irst  

Tuesday of each month at 6:30PM.  
T he Circle’s current Bible study is the  
series “With the Master on the Mount ” 
by Susan Heck.  New members are  

always welcome. 
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 Work is being done to reopen our church library.  The  

library will be located in the meeting room across from 

the Pastor’s office.  Please feel free to help us fill out 

shelves by donating any Christian fiction or non-fiction 

books.  They can be new or used, and can be for adults 

or children.  A box is located for the collection in the 

narthex of the church.  Thank you for any help with 

this.  We will keep you posted on the progress towards 

when the opening occurs.  
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 Remember in Prayers Our Church Family: 

Mavis Smith   Janice Cordova   Sydney Wagner   Florence Bentke    

Gilbert Spinn   Helen Gaskamp   Cynthia Wilson   Justin Reuter  

Linda King   Jerry Randermann   Mary Ann Luce   Connie Seward      Dorothy 

Wiesepape   Mark Marburger   Tom Bentke   Earline Moody   Allene Holtkamp   

Verna Mae Sefcik   Ruth Finke   Peggy & Milton Bosse   Donald Lange   Emery & Helen Schulze   Carol Crosby   

Mike Altman   Dennis Moehlmann   Sandy Kite   Diana Williams   Blake Becker   Lloyd Neutzler 

 

Those celebrating baptismal anniversaries:  David Bryan, Dalton Feldman, Debra Westerfeld, Gary Schulze, Heather 

Myers, Elijah Rosenbaum and Penny Randermann. 

Those celebrating wedding anniversaries:  Robert & Janice Fairlie, John & Rachel Church, and Russell & Tina 

Seeker. 

Our Family and Friends: 

Aaron Batot 

Amanda Gurka 

Ann Fogt 

Carol Lieber 

Christie Portis 

Christy Dallmeyer 

Corrie Newland 

Dawn Sulaica 

Dorothy  Bowles 

Gladys Schwartz 

Kennedy Altman 

Mark Hundemer 

Marvin Surrett 

Missy Goldmith 

Nicole Clark 

Patty Addicks 

Roger Ellermann 

Shannon Wellmann  

Sue Maass 

Wayne Hueske 

 
Please notify the church office of  prayer 
requests by writing a note on the back 
of your attendance card.   Thank you! 
 

Linda Crabtree  prairiehillsecretary@gmail.com  Church Office Phone: 979-836-8666  

Office hours: Monday-Wednesday 8:00am-4:00pm Website: www.stjohnprairiehill.org 

REACHING YOUR CHURCH OFFICE 

Remember to pickup your 2023 

member offering envelopes in the  

            Narthex.   

 

The 2023 flower chart is posted in the  

Annex so that you may sign up to place  

flowers in the church.  Please check the  

chart for available dates. 
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Sermon Series: Promised Treasurers 
 
This Lenten season, we have a fresh opportunity to embrace God’s amazing love for us, His baptized chil-

dren, in new ways. St. Paul clearly says that “faith comes from hearing” (Romans 10:17), but the Gospel 

is also communicated through the physical senses of sight, smell, touch, and taste. Jesus mentions that a 

good teacher not only brings out new treasures but reminds people of old and rich treasures as well (see 

Matthew 13:52). So, each Wednesday in Lent, we will take a weekly journey to concretely see, smell, 

touch, and taste a number of biblical elements. Our Lenten series is called Promised Treasures. Just as 

Israel wandered through the wilderness under Moses for forty years, awaiting the Promised Land, we 

await heaven in the wilderness of this life. Life as exiles in the wilderness of this world is not easy and 

pain-free. In this vale of tears, we await our real home, the new promised land of heaven. Until we enter 

our eternal promised land, however, the Lord calls us to be His light in this dark world (see Colossians 3; 

Ephesians 4). This series will begin with ashes, then proceed to salt, water, light, bread, and finally, 

palms. Then, during Holy Week, the focus shifts toward water and blood, wood, fragrant oil, and finally, 

on Easter, milk and honey. All these beautiful Old and New Testament elements will remind you of God’s 

eternal love in Christ, fill you with renewed hope, and increase your joy, knowing that because we are His 

baptized children, God is near to us now more than ever. 
 
Worship Date Days    Themes 
 
 
March 15, 2023 Midweek Lent 3 Sermon: "Water Gives You Life" 
      Rev. Norman Sulaica, Jr. 
 
March 22, 2023 Midweek Lent 4 Sermon: "Light Shining in the Darkness" 
      Rev. John Sutton 
 
March 29, 2023 Midweek Lent 5 Sermon: "Bread of Life" 
      Rev. Norman Sulaica, Jr. 
 
 


